VOICES FOR CHANGE
STORY REPORT FORM

This form should accompany the stories of challenge / change that you
collected from your partners, stakeholders, staff, community members and
volunteers (one form for each story). The stories themselves can be written
up or take the form of photos, short videos, drawings, poetry, etc.

Name of the organisation and person collecting the story:

The story was collected by Linus Omondi, the programme Coordinator of
KVSO Kenya in a place called Kajiado in Kenya

Who provided the story and in which form: The story was provided in a
musical form as is the culture of the Africans in narration and poetry
with a lot of adages by one of the elders known as ole sapit

When and where did the challenges/changes illustrated in the story take
place: The story happened in the 1950's when he was a young man when
there was a strange plant that was brought by one maasai boy nhamed
Saitoti. He had sojourned a strange land in present day Tanzania and had
carried a plant that seemed exceptionally beautiful in his eyes. He had
never seen this plant before and thought to himself that if he carried it
and planted it home even the cows would enjoy it's flavour. So he carried
a lot of this plant species and put it in his animal skin bag. Luckily when
he came back to Kajiado, the rains had just started and so he dug
different holes and did the planting. The plant was truly fascinating and it
grew in different shades and colours but one an animal ate these strange
plant it would collapse and die. So a meeting was held by the villagers to
investigate what was really happening. It is when Saitoti after loosing
three of his fat cows confessed to have brought a strange plant to the
village. The plants were immediately weeded out and burnt and upto
this day you cannot go to that village with any plant and plant it there.

What kind of projects were implemented by your organisation in the
place the story refers to : KVSO Kenya deals with environmental
conservation to improve the tree cover in this area which is a semi-arid
area thus receives very little rainfall. The Maasais are a nomadic people
meaning they don’t paractice agriculture but move with their animals in
search for food and pasture. We also try to encourage them on the
importance of introducing agriculture as an alternative lifestyle.

What does the storyteller believe is the significance of the events
described in the story? The storyteller believes that what they have in
their community is enough and they believe that they are satisfied with
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that. They believe that sometimes things from outside create calamities
just as it happened previously from the story.




